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What is Accreditation?
q ccreditation is a process of recognizing educa-

tional institutions for performance, integrity, and
quality. Accreditation has two fundamental purposes:
to certify the quality of the institution or program
and to assist in the improvement of the institution
or program. Lake Washington Technical College is
accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges
and Universities (NWCCU).

Who is the NWCCU?

The Northwest Commission on Colleges and Univer-
sities (NWCCU) is a non-profit corporation for the
expressed purpose of accrediting higher education
institutions in the seven-state Northwest region which
includes Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon,
Utah, and Washington.

Its mission is to assure educational quality, enhance
institutional effectiveness, and foster continuous im-
provement of colleges and universities in the North-
west region through analytical institutional self-assess-
ment and critical peer review based upon evaluation
criteria that are objectively and equitably applied to
institutions with diverse missions, characteristics, and
cultures.

The Commission oversees regional accreditation for
157 institutions. Its decision-making body consists of
twenty-six Commissioners who represent the pub-
lic and the diversity of higher education institutions
within the Northwest region.

What Does the NWCCU Look For?

he institutional self-study is the most significant

part of the accreditation process. The aim of self-
study is to help us understand, evaluate, and improve
the institution.

The NWCCU has listed the following standards as es-
sential considerations for the self-study and the evalua-
tion committee:

1. Institutional Mission and Goals, Planning and
Effectiveness

. Educational Program And Its Effectiveness

. Students

Faculty

Library and Information Resources

Governance and Administration

. Finance

. Physical Resources

. Institutional Integrity
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The Accreditation Process

The accreditation process is jointly conducted by LWTC
and the Commission. It includes the following steps:
1. A representative of the Commission will conduct a

preliminary visit on campus in September 2004.

2. LWTC will research and create a self-study report.
This report will be mailed to the Commission in

July 2006.
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The NWCCU Evaluation Committee will review
the self-study and visit the campus in October
2006.

. 'The Evaluation Committee will submit its report

to the Commission Office. The Commission Office
will provide Dr. Metke with the evaluation report.

. The Commission will review our self-study report,

the evaluation committee’s written report, and
LWTC’s written response to the evaluation com-
mittee report, and take action on the accreditation
status of LWTC.

. LW'TC will continue to consider and act on the re-

sults of its own self-study and the advice received.
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Why Do We Want Accreditation?

Accreditation assures students, parents and
the general public that accredited schools are
focused on student achievement, and on provid-
ing an efficient, effective, and enriching learning
environment.

« 'The public is assured that a given school adheres
to high quality standards based on the latest
research and successful professional practice.

« Students can transfer their credits and academ-
ic records to other accredited institutions.

« Students can apply for financial aid from federal
grants, scholarships, or military programs that
require students to come from regionally ac-
credited schools.

« Educators gain access to a network of schools
within their region for the sharing of best prac-
tices and professional knowledge.
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