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Jump-start your career
search at Employment

by Deborah Stone

. Staff Writer

The largest job fair on the
Fastside will take place at
Lake Washington Techni-
cal College in Kirkland on
Feb. 27.

The 10th annual Employ-
ment and Education Fair fea-

- tresmore than 65 employers

with hundreds of career

According to Edwards,
job seckers need to have a
clear idea of what they want
to achieve in regards to their
employment goals. And then
they need to construct a plan
of action that will allow them
to build towards their goal.
“It’s so imporiant to know
what you want before you
start looking,” comments Ed-

opportunities

wards. “And

and fifteen ed-

ucators from

regional col-

leges with in--
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‘youneed todo

your research
on potential
employers

before you
.apply for the

job. This is so
you can deter-

. p.m.
) ggﬂ;?:ot?m;? » Lake Washington Techni-
fer options cal College_
“TE;] E' <Fordetailsand directions,
ploym:nt ;:(; visit www.lwtc.edu/employ-
Education mentfaiz

the company

Fair is a per-

" fect place for job seekers

and students to connect with
some of the region’s best
employers,” says Herman
Calzadillas, LWTC Director

~ of Recruitment and Qutreach.

“Inaddition, the fair offers job
search resources and strate-
gies, resume assistance, in-
terview tips and infermaiion
about LWTC’s 38 programs

~ of study.”

Employers attending the
eventinclude UPS, JanickiIn-
dustriés, Boeing, Children’s
Hospital, Evergreen Health-

- care, King County, Comeast,

AcroJet and AT&T Mobility
among others.

- The keynote spe'akel w:llI':.'
be Sherri Edwards; who will’

give a presentation called,

- “Bxposing the Myths: Turn

Around Your Fob Search.”
Bdwards is -a-leading Pa-
cific Northwest molivational
speaker, career coach and
consultant, -specializing in
helping individuals make the

- most of thelr _}Ob search

will meetyour
needs and if you will fit the
company’s needs.”

Edwards continues to ex-
plain that many people like
the sound of a job and they
go ahead and apply before
they assess if they’re really
qualified for the position and
whether it has anything to do
with their goals, -

mine whether .

¢

-“It’s"easy to waste alot of

time doing this — time that

could- be better spent doing.

research,” she adds.

As for the “myths” that
Edwards refers to, these are
basically erroneous assump-
tions that many-job seekers

have ‘with regards to the

searchi=They oftenbelicve
thatoncethey getajob, they’ll

and Education Fair

figure out what they want to
do later. Or, they perceive
job boards as being the best

method for learning about -

opportunities.
“The most effective way
is actually networking,” says

Edwards. “You need to get .

out there and talk {o people,

meet with potential employ-

ers. Searching for a job is an
actwe pursuit, not a passwe
one.”

‘Another myth that indi-

See Fair, p. 14

Fair
Cont. fromp. 4 -

viduals have is a belief that
you have 10 be lucky to get
a job when, in fact, Edwards
notes that those who land jobs
are simply well-prepared.

It’s also a myth that the
more positions you apply for,
the better your chances are for
‘finding the right one.

“Tt’s not a numbers game,”
.explains Edwards. “Nor is it
about being the smartest or
most skilled when it comes
to. winning the offer. There
are a lot of misconceptions
out there and they can really -
interfere with the process and
work against you in your job
search. What I do is dispel
these myths and then let you
know what does work and

. whatyou should be doingthat

will make your search. more
efficient and productive.” :
As pait of the fair, a work-
shop is being held to explore
career opportunities in high-

-wage, high-skilled jobs in

non-traditional fields for
-‘women. It will feature a panel
offive successful professional
womenwho have established
themselves in carcers that
include engineering, marine
engine technology and high
technology.

The Employmentand Edu-
cation Fair is free and open to

- the pubhc



