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- The Allied Health field has
‘been expanding rapidly over
theipast ‘several years and
collegesand institutions have
~ been scrambling to meet the

needs of the profession. -

“You could say it’s. really-
comments Paul *7.

boomlng,
. Root,:Dean of Health: Care

-Pl'Ogramsat Lake WaShmgton. o

Téchnical College. “The ﬁeld

is changing to be THOre Com- .
munity and outpatlentonent- LR

ed, with more serviceseffered

" putside of the hospital. Tused

_to be-that you could only get
“these services in the hospital
and: bad to stay- there-for

of Apphed Sc:ence degrees o
“There is such a shortage

of PT and OT assistants right
‘pow,” adds Rodt. “And there
are just not enough programs
arourid -to -fulfill the needs
" of those students_who want

“to,‘pursue: ¢ 'e_e' '

professmns

.. With, these: three. ne_w pro-. -
-ﬁgrams LIWCwillhaveatotal

year courses

- tant and mechcal a531st1ng
s Alsoon tap. forthe coming
: year s a Funeral Ser\r]ces.

mitch longer periods of time. *d

.. post-surgery: Now, however, ..
e hospltal stays are’ “shorter, as.
. patients can get. fol]ow-upf-‘_ ;
“care in the community. But,

it’s. created areal demand for

therapy.

- This fall; thé college Wil "
“offer 2 one-year Certificate’ "
“of Proficiency program.in
"spa massage and a two-year .-
“Associate of Applied Science -
-degresprogram, spec;ahzmg ;

‘in medical tnassage.

_ “Itsaladderedprogram a
explains ‘Root; “so that it -

" builds on:iskills and -also
- allows students to:get 4 .cer-

 tificate and then come back' .-
later to get a degree. The
“'medical massage model has
~ advantages in that it gives
"students the ability to work -

within. the ‘medical realm,

_ “with doctors and other health—

care providers.”

The two-year physxcal_f
_-theraplst assistant and. oc--
cupational therapy asmstant.E :
- programs will beginin 2009 -

To help meet tlns demand,
"LWTC has désigned several -
nEeW Programs. aimedat; giving
~ students specialized profes-'
sional “health care ‘skills-in-.:
{he areas of massage therapy -
-and physical and occupatxonal s

a funeral service: duectcr or-.
. .profess:onal embalmer. Ttwill
: pi‘owde;them with. the skﬂls; _

_ ﬁeldr of funeral services. ’

“Career options’ iriclude

' 'Workmg for'a small family-
‘business, a multi-location’
company ot starting one’s..
-own business. -
+“The program w111 be the.. -
. only kind: of its type:in‘the "

state, comments Root;! and

-ongof only. afewon. theWest:

Coast: Itmllbeacombmatmn,
of; theory and lab experience, -
- ‘offeringstudents everyphase -
= iof funeral §érvice, incloding
‘restoration, crémation and
the ‘art and’ s¢ience of em-.
. balmmg ? L
© " Hecontinuesto explamthat
those_admzttedtothepregram- :
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willledarnhow to-work sensi-

fively and professionally with

bereaved familiés: And they
will gain necessary informa-
tionrelated tothe social, legal,
psychological, religious and.
public health issues that are
associated with death.

*- . Thirty “students” will be
" accepted:each fall for the

full-time course and already

. there have been numerous
~of seven. health care ucgree_mqumes from . prospective
. programs S i
The collg ge s;other two-_ '
ar nursmg," .
; ", entry level workers to gain
- the skills.and training they

enrollees:

0 “Allofthésenewprograms

provide opportunities for

need to succeed in the health

“carefield,” saysRoot. “These
- - skills will keep them incon-
. stant.demand and insure their
= employablhty in'the years to
©come.

Te handie the influx of stu-

'ﬁdents who willbeinvolved in

these new prograins, LWTC

" 'ig constricting a new 71,000

square-foot facility that will
house all of its health care
classes: ’

Due tobe completed in the
winter .of 2011, the building

" will atlow the Alhed Health
ﬁrdepartment to éxpand its
offerings and create state-of-
" “the-art labs’ dedlcated to the
. programs. .

LEWe desperately need

the space. bécause ‘we're
very. cramped right now and

held all over ‘the

“place; We're really looking

forward: to- having the ‘mew

" building -and everyone here
Cisvery excited.”




